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What is the induction  

programme?  

The compulsory school age as defined in the Education Act 1996, which is the beginning of the term 

after a childôs fifth birthday.   We are conscious that some children will already be receiving pre-school 

provision of some kind and we hope to be able to build upon that but clearly cannot contrive a 

programme that fits into every possible scenario. In our experience and from parent feedback, we 

believe our induction programme offers a well planned induction into full time education for most 

children, while also meeting with the Local Authority regulations.   

 
Below you will find information about induction events that we are hold:  
 
Open sessions: Parents and children come to  have a look around the classrooms and to meet the 
staff. 
Parentsõ Information Meeting: In Summer 1 you will receive a summary of the Parentsô Handbook 
which can be found on line at http://www.highfield.southampton.sch.uk and information about your 
childôs induction into school.  
Highfield Church: A welcome session for the parents of new Year R children organised by the church 
personnel. 
ôTaster Afternoonõ: The children meet their teacher and new class and participate in a range of 
activities while the parents have an information session in Highfield Church Hall.  
Parent and child taster lunch and information session: A short talk about primary education in the 
UK and a chance to sample a school lunch (payable) 
Pre-school and home visits: To ensure that your child has a smooth transition into our school the 
Reception teachers and teaching assistants visit some of the pre-school groups to talk with staff about 
your child. We also organise visits to parents and children at home, should you wish, during the Summer 
Term (Willow) or at the start of the Autumn Term (Oak). 

 

In September when reception children start school there is an Induction Programme, which is carefully 

planned to introduce your child to the routines of the school day.  All the children start school on a part-

time basis for a set number of weeks according to their date of birth. During this time they are introduced 

to the lunchtime routine.   

Reception children have their own outdoor area, toilets and cloakroom.  They work with a class teacher 

who is supported by a full time Teaching Assistant (TA).   

http://www.highfield.southampton.sch.uk
http://www.highfield.southampton.sch.uk/
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What are the dates for starting school in 2010?  

Week beginning Autumn born children 
(dob 01/09/05 to 31/12/05 inclusive) 

Spring born children 
(dob 01/01/06 to 31/03/06 inclusive) 

Summer born children 
(dob 01/04/06 to 31/08/06 inclusive) 

No school on 
Monday 6th and 
Tuesday 7th 
September for 
Year R 

In school training for Year R staff 
  

In school training for Year R staff 
  

In school training for Year R staff 
  

First day of 
term: Wednes-
day 8th Septem-
ber 

Children attend for the morning 
(9.00 ï 12.00) 

Children attend for the morning 
(9.00 ï 12.00) 

Children attend for the morning 
 (9.00 ï 12.00) 

w/b September 
13th 
  

Children attend for the morning 
and lunch 
(9.00 ï 1.00) 

Children attend for the morning 
(9.00 ï 12.00) 

Children attend for the morning 
(9.00 ï 12.00) 

w/b September 
20th 
  

Children attend full time 
(9.00 ï 3.15) 

Children attend for the morning 
(9.00 ï 12.00) 

Children attend for the morning 
 (9.00 ï 12.00) 

w/b September 
27th 

  Children attend for the morning 
and lunch 
(9.00 ï 1.00) 

Children attend for the morning 
 (9.00 ï 12.00) 

w/b October 4th   Children attend full time 
(9.00 ï 3.15) 

Children attend for the morning 
 (9.00 ï 12.00) 

w/b October 11th     Children attend for the morning 
 (9.00 ï 12.00) 

w/b October 18th     Children attend for the morning 
and lunch 
(9.00 ï 1.00) 

October 25th  ï 
29th 
  

Half Term Half Term Half Term 

w/b1st  Novem-
ber 

    Children attend full time 
(9.00 ï 3.15) 

w/b 8th November       

w/b 15thNovem-
ber 

      

w/b 22nd   No-
vember 

      

w/b 29thNovem-
ber 

      

w/b 6th December       

w/b 13th Decem-
ber 

Break up on Friday 17th Decem-
ber 

Break up on Friday 17th Decem-
ber 

Break up on Friday 17th Decem-
ber 
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How can I get my child ready 

for school?  

Give your child confidence 
A child who feels confident about going to school will do better than a child who feels nervous. You want your child to 

go to school thinking that this is going to be a good thing to do, and to feel happy about the adventure. 

Children get confidence about going to school if they hear good things about school life. 

If you tell your child "You are really going to enjoy school", then your child will probably believe you. If, in a moment of 
exasperation, you mutter "You're going to do really badly at school if you carry on like this", then your child will start 

losing confidence. Encourage older brothers and sisters also to be positive about school. 

Remember to tell your child it is going to be a great adventure.  It will be a chance to learn about a lot of new things.  It 

will be a chance to make new friends. 

If you are worried about your child going to school, your child will pick up your anxiety. 

Make sure your child can build relationships 
Being at school is about being with other people. That means other children of 

the same age, older children, and of course adults. 

Starting school for the first time means coming face to face with a large group 
of unknown children which can be a frightening experience. For this reason it is 
helpful to let your child meet and get to know as many other children as 
possible before coming to school. As children do get to know each other they 
have to learn how to relate. You will often want to help your child behave 
properly with other children. You will want to stop fights, encourage sharing, 
stop bullying, help the children play with each other, and stop them breaking 
things. But whenever possible you should also try and let the children just get 

on with each other - that is how they learn best what other children are like. 

Make sure your child has the basic skills that are needed to do well at school 
Here are some of the things that your child should be able to do when he or she starts 

school:  

ă Get dressed after games 

ă Do up shoes if possible 

ă Put on a coat and gloves 

ă Go to the toilet and wash hands afterwards 

ă Eat dinner without help 

ă Ask for help when necessary  

ă Blow their nose 
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Teaching your child independence 
Growing up is about becoming independent.  Here are some suggestions for helping 

your child in the first steps to independence: 

ă encourage your child to play with other children 

ă if your child is becoming bossy when playing, talk to your child about this 

ă help your child to relate to adults 

ă encourage your child to try new ideas 

ă encourage your child to tidy up 

ă teach your child manners 

ă teach your child to take turns 

Talk to your child 
ă Encourage your child to have conversations with you and encourage them to sing nursery 

rhymes. 

ă can your child be understood? 

ă can your child ask for something they need? 

ă answer your childôs questions 

ă play games which involve communication 

Important things every child should know 

ă make sure your child knows about the dangers of roads 

ă make sure your child does not talk to strangers 

ă make sure your child will talk to you and tell you about it if an adult behaves in a way 

that makes them feel bad or uncomfortable        

ă make sure your child knows about the dangers of fire 

ă make sure your child knows that electricity is dangerous 

What other things 

would help my child?  
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How can parents help  

with  reading?  

When is the best time to read to your child? 

ă reading can happen at any time 

ă try to find quiet moments together for sharing books 

ă stop when youóre not enjoying it 

How can I help my child learn to read? 

Read as many stories to your child as you can. Talk about the stories.  

Explain the meaning of new words. Most importantly though, show the fun that can be 

gained by listening to stories. 

How do you share books with your child? 

ă show your child how to hold and care for  books 

ă choose books together 

ă turn pages together 

ă talk about the pictures 

ă Talk bout the characters  

ă read books with catchy rhymes so your            

child can join in 

ă read the same book many times so the story and 

words become familiar    

ă read fiction and non-fiction books 

ă try to guess what happens next 


